The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


REPORT 
OF THB 


COMMISSIONERS OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 


TO THE 


Universal Exhibition, — 


-一 AT 一 p 


i 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 1873, 
- TO THE 


GOVERNOR AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


MONTGOMERY, ALA.: 
ARTHUR BINGHAM, STATE PRINTER. 
E = 1873. 


sy 


AA 


REPORT. 


STATE OF ALABAMA, | 
Montgomery, Dec. Ist, 1873. | 


To His Excellency, David P. Lewis, Governor, 
and the General Assembly of Alabama: 


SIR, AND GENTLEMEN-—I have the honor to submit 
herewith report of the Commissioners of the State of 
Alabama to the Universal Exhibition at Vienna, Austria, 
1873, according to appointment January 18th, and as per 
act of the Legislature approved March 10th, 1878, pre- 
senting the subject for your favorable considerations. 

. When appointed I proceeded,at once with making ap- 
plications in various directions for material suitable for 
exhibition, as described in the proclamation by the Gov- 
ernor January 21st, 1873, but was not as successful as I 
‚had a right to anticipate, from some reason or other, per- 
haps because people in general who could have contrib- 
ted were not alive to the importance of the matter at that 
time; yet towards my departure to the field of action a 
sufficient quantity of material was gathered to make an 
interesting and practical display. 

Outside of articles gathered by me personally and 
procured with means at my disposal, the following con- 
tributions were made; viz: 

Mobile Cotton Exchange—Pive pales of cotton, differ- 
ent grades. 

A. J. Ingersoll, Mobile—One bale of cotton. 

F. Ingate, Mobile—One bale of cotton. ` | 

Jas. R. Powell, Birmingham—Specimens of minerals ; 
a complete collection. from that section of the State, 
arranged by Professor Wm. Gessner. 
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- Estate of Dr. Henry McKenzie, Talladega county— 
Specimens of marble, lithographic stone, &e. eon” 
Mrs. A. McKenzie. 

` Commissioner of Industrial Resources —Various speci- 
mens of minerals. 

Reuben Nix, Montgomery nen lion of 
Talladega marble. 

W. B. Stanwood, Lowndes a un of 
bamboo canes. 

J. M. Jackson, Clarke county— Yellow ochre earth. 

Ashby Iron Company, by J. M. Smith—Specimens of 
fine ores. 

J. C. Gwin & Co. ‘Nobile a peciniens of wooden ware. 
J. H. Terry, Fayette Courthouse—Specimens of oil 
coal. 

Smith € Duskin—Combination hoe. 

John Graff, Mobile county—Sweet potatoes. 


_ I regret not being able to record more, particularly in 
manufactured goods, implements, inventions, cotton and 
wool fabrics, charts and views of public institutions, 
prominent factory buildings, cities and towns, all of 
which would have been suitable for embellishment and - 
decoration on a larger scale than the same was accom- 
plished with the material on hand and procured for the 
purpose. 

Thanks are due the above named parties for co-opera- 
tion ; also to Col. H. Haynes for marking off on a map 
the coal and mining districts. 

To Professor Egleston, founder of the United States 
Mining School, for his professional assistance, in show- 
ing up the value of Alabama Orel &c., to the Interna- 
- tional Jury. 

Next in order would be the important feature of dis- 
tributing printed statistics and matter describing the 
State of Alabama, for which I had several hundred of 
Col. Tait's Reports, also about.three hundred Alabama. 
Manuals, by Col. Jos. Hodgson, of 1870, 1871 and 1872, 
giving a complete and elaborate description, which was 
- specially in demand with representatives of Statistical 


Bureaus of the various Nations, and others particularly 
interested in such matters ; turther, I procured what was 
considered decidedly good for the purpose—7,500 copies 

of the journal called the Zhe South, published in New 
York, April 5, 1873, and devoted to Alabama exclu- > 
sively, containing many practical, statistical, georgraph- 

ical and editorial matters of interest, also contributions 

by various prominent men, such as Daniel Pratt, Ex- 
Gov. Patton, Jas. R. Powell, Prof.. N. T. Lupton, and 
others. É 
+ Over five thousand of that issue were Seta up in the | 
German Language, expressly for distribution at the | 
Vienna Exposition, and proved to be favorably consid- 
ered, the demand being quite animated, particularly as 
the distribution was complimentary, and 50,000 copies 
would not have been too many. Some of the Vienna 
journals frequently made courteous “allusions, with 
extracts from the “Manual” and Zhe South, showing up 
satisfactory results of that part of the programme, as 
also with the general exhibit, as no endeavors or expense 
were spared to employ taste and decoration in fitting up 
the “Alabama Section.” 

The principal part of the cotton bales on exhibition 

_ from Mobile and New Orleans was' appropriated to the 

erection of the National Trophy of Agriculture, and it is 
gratifying to state, as it was acknowiedged to be one of 
the most prominent things exhibited at this six months 
session of the Great High School of all Nations in the 
World. 


VIV IBUS UNITIS. 


This Vienna Exposition was eminently a greater and 
more important: success than was anticipated, and 
deserves, as it has universal admiration, with regard to 
its appointments and extent, if it has been a failure in 
regard to financial results, that simply shows the pecu- : 
niary sacrifice the Government of Austria made in order 
to accomplish the object without reserve. a 

More space would be required than proper, perhaps, 
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to occupy within this report respecting observations con- 
cerning matters of general interest within the sphere of 
industrial, scientific, commercial, agricultural and social 
improvements, therefore permit me to continue with the 
further description of the principal facts. 

The awards as published to the world consist of desig- 
nation by name with Diplomas and Medals of Bronze. 

The State of Alabama has been awarded a 


MEDAL OF MERIT 


for its collective exhibit of Minerals, de. 

Such a designation is given to exhibitors who can lay 
claim to excellence and perfection in material and work- 
manship, large extent of production, the opening of new 
markets, the employment of improved tools and ma- 


| Chinery, and cheapness of produce. 


The contributors of Cotton are entitled to the consid- 
eration of a 


MEDAL OF PROGRESS. 


Such’ a designation is awarded to exhibitors whose 
new inventions or productions testify marked progress 
in the introduction of novel and fine materials, con- 
trivances, &c., as compared with similar productions 
shown at previous exhibitions. 

Those medals will be sent to the State Department at 


Washington, and from there distributed to those entitled 


to same. 

Of regular appointed Commissioners, I had the pleas- 
ure of a visit at Vienna of Mr. Eugene Beebe, of Mont- 
gomery, who had the kindness to offer his services, if 
required. Of other Commissioners that visited, calling 
upon me, were Mr. Jos. Reinach, of' Mobile, and Mr. 
Jas. T. Rapier, of Montgomery. 

The United States Department at the Exhibition was 
certainly a very interesting one to the rest of the world, 
notwithstanding the prevailing idea that it was insuffi- 
cient for this great country, but there were incomprehen- 
sible causes and circumstances, therefore, in my humble 
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opinion, the exhibit as it was in general was quite 
appropriate, showing up natural resources to any extent, 

establishing the fact ‚that there is room yet for a number- 
less industrial population, and means to develop them, 
renewing the spirit of emigration hither in preference to 
other new countries, and there is no doubt such results 
will show themselves ere long, as other Southern States 
also rendered their strong quota upon this occasion, 
therefore it remains to be seen how further problems can 
be solved in accomplishing the work commenced, render- 
ing systematic or popular assistance and encouragement 
when and wherever it may be required in this State to 
make new comers feel at home, and secure in their enter- 
prises and labor. 

Without expressing myself over sanguine at the favor- 
able consequences of this mission, it is certainly also 
calculated to prove a source of pride to the people of 
Alabama to have been represented upon this great occa- 
sion, in which every country of the Globe participated. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that from beginning 
to the end of the operations necessary, ten months of 
time and attention were devoted to the case with all the 
ways and means at my disposition, incurring more actual 
expenses than the appropriation of a twothousand dollar 
State warrant, of which an ena will be rendered 
as directed. . 

Trusting the facts as described in a condensed form 
above will meet your approbation, and that my faithful 
and disinterested services in the premises prove satis- 
factory, 


I the honor to remain, - 
Ri ery respectfully, your obedient ser rvant, 
E FRANK DRAXLER, 


Chairman. 


